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(54) DFEVELOPING UNIT AND TONER CONCENTRATION CONTROLLER USED THEREFOR 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a developing unit constituted so 
as to correctly controlling the concn. of toner, even 
after power is supplied. 

CONSTITUTION: The developing unit 6 is provided with 
a stirring paddle 9 for stirring a developer consisting of 
magnetic carriers and nonmagnetic carriers and the 
toner is supplied from a toner hopper 7 to the developing 
unit 6 in accordance with the output of a toner 
concentration sensor 1 7. The stirring paddle 9 is 
periodically operated after a stirring operation at the 
time of supplying the power is completed to stir the 
developer. On the other hand, a toner concentration 
controller temporarily shifts a reference level for 
comparing the output of the sensor 1 7 to a low toner 
concentration side from a fixed value, in a stirring 
operation period and then, returns the reference level to 
the fixed value stepwise. 
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